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NURSE: [A trifle sullenly.} Your husband was a very easy
patient. He was always anxious not to give trouble.

STELLA: I've got a little plan that I want to tell you about.
I've talked It over with Mrs. Tabret and she very much
approves of it. You've had a long and hard time here,
And your month's holiday a year has been very little rest.
You've often talked to me about your sister in Japan and
I know how much you've wanted to travel. If you'll
allow me I should like to make it possible for you to go
out to the East and have a good time.

NURSE: \Stonily on the defensive} I don't think I understand
what you mean,

STELLA: [A little sbyly> but m a wanner that Is disarming}
Well., my dear, a nurse's salary is never very large. I
know that Maurice has left me everything he had and
we've been living so economically, I shall be quite well
off in a modest way. It would be dear of you if you'd let
me make you a present of a few hundred pounds, a
thousand, say, to make It a round sum, so that you could
go for a nice long journey and need not think of earning
your living for a while.

NURSE: [Hoarsely, trembling in her effort to control herself} Do
you think I would take money from you? Is that what
you take me for?

STELLA: [Surprised^ but not taking her very seriously} But what
on earth is the harm of it? Come, Nurse, don't be
unreasonable. You know I don't want to offend you.

NURSE: What I've done I've been paid for. If I wasn't
satisfied with the payment I received I only had to go.

STELLA: {Taken aback., as though she had been suddenly slapped
in the face} Nurse, what is the matter? What have I said?
'Why do you speak to me like that?

HARVESTER: You mustn't take what Nurse Wayland says
- "too literally. She really isn't herself to-day.

LICONDA: No,  Harvester,  It's no good taking up that